
PALESTINE  

Two more  
years of 
suffering and 
solidarity 

Since October 2023, 
the Gaza Strip has 
been facing a major 
humanitarian crisis, 
with deliberate 
massacres; massive 
and repeated forced 
displacements; 
the obstruction of 
humanitarian aid; 
and extremely limited 
access to water, food 
and health care.
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On 7 October 2023, Hamas attacks resulted in the 
death of 1,200 people and the abduction of 251 
Israelis. In retaliation, Israel launched a devastating 
operation that has had enormous consequences for 
the people of Gaza. More than 10 per cent of the 
Gazan population has been killed or injured1, and 
many are missing under the rubble. Entire families 
have been slain and whole neighbourhoods have been 
destroyed, along with most  of the infrastructure.

In September 2025, a probe by independent UN 
experts concluded that Israel was committing 
genocide in Gaza, at the instigation of senior officials, 
including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu2. 
Leading Israeli and international NGOs had already 
reached a similar conclusion earlier3,4,5. 

This humanitarian crisis is part of the context 
of Israel’s longstanding illegal occupation of 
Palestinian territory6, which had severely affected 
life in Gaza and left 80 per cent of its population 
below the poverty line even before the outbreak of 
war in 20237.

A heavy toll

Situation in Gaza*
	J 1.9 million people displaced8; 65,419 killed, 167,160 injured9. Victims include:

	� 	2,957 killed while seeking aid10 

	� 	317 deaths linked to malnutrition, including 119 children11 

	� 	17,237 schoolchildren; 1,271 university students; 967 educational staff12 

	� 	540 aid workers13 ; 1,722 health workers14 ; 248 journalists15 

	J 86.1% of cropland and 83% of agricultural wells damaged16; flour prices up 5,000%17 

	J 96% of households facing water insecurity18

	J 77% of roads damaged or destroyed19 

	J 92% of houses damaged or destroyed20 

	J 97% of school buildings damaged21

	J Only 39% of hospitals and 36% of primary health centres partially functional22 

	J At least 1 million children in need of mental health care or psychosocial support23 

	J Over 21,000 children handicapped24  

* Figures pertain to the period since October 2023 and are up to date as of September 26, 2025.



Development and Peace ― Caritas Canada (DPCC) 
has been present in Palestine since 1967. We assist 
the Palestinian people by supporting the work of our 
local partners through programming that focusses on:

1.	 Supporting Palestinians in their struggle to  
assert their rights and fight discriminatory  
and oppressive structures

2.	 Supporting local initiatives that empower  
women and marginalized groups

3.	 Supporting our partners in addressing the 
humanitarian needs of the people

 
 
 
 
DPCC’s response to the crisis in Gaza falls mainly 
within our third programming area, which aims to meet 
humanitarian needs.

Because we seek not only to mitigate the effects of the 
current crisis, but also to pre-empt recurring crises and 
redress structural injustices, we have combined our 
humanitarian intervention with a sustained advocacy 
campaign for the Palestinian people (see page 7).

Funds raised
DPCC acted quickly, launching an appeal for donations 
in October 2023, which we repeated over the following 
months. As usual, Canadians responded generously.

We also received substantial funding directly from the 
Government of Canada. Additionally, as a member 
of Canadian Foodgrains Bank, we were allocated a 
significant portion of the matching funds provided by the 
Government of Canada to the Humanitarian Coalition’s 
November 2023 campaign for Gaza.

Our response in the Gaza Strip

Donations
$798,295

Foodgrains Bank
$2,219,882 

Government of Canada
$1,500,000

3

A sustained commitment to 
Palestine

Note: Donations tallied up to September 8, 2025. 
More donations are still being received.

18%

From these sources, we raised a total of $4,518,177, 
as follows:

49%

18%

33%
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A broad-spectrum aid program
The funds raised enabled DPCC to help its local partners 
implement a multisectoral program that served 151,452 
people in Gaza. 

While it may change in line with rapidly evolving needs, 
programming thus far has involved the following areas 
of intervention:

Issues and challenges
The work described here would not have been possible 
without the courage and resilience of our partners. 
Their staff, mostly native Gazans, overcome shortages, 
displacements and the great dangers they themselves 
face to continue helping the people of Gaza.

Even as the need for humanitarian aid becomes 
increasingly urgent, its delivery to Gaza is hampered 
by Israeli blockades and bombings, which have led 
to famine25, epidemics and the near-total collapse of 
the health system.

Faced with the continued destruction of homes, 
infrastructure (including power, water and sewage 
networks); educational and health services; cultural 
assets; livelihoods; and the very means of survival, 
DPCC remains committed to supporting the people 
of Gaza.

 
Physical health* 
23,294 people served
84 persons received prostheses

Mental health and  
psychosocial services* 
1,129 people served

Food security†‡ 
102,972 people received  
food baskets

Financial aid† 
20,973 people received financial aid  
for meeting basic needs

Shelter† 
600 tents awaiting  
distribution to displaced persons

   

 
PARTNERS INVOLVED:  
* Caritas Jerusalem        
† Catholic Relief Services        
‡ Foodgrains Bank
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While all eyes are on the humanitarian disaster raging in Gaza, Israel has launched multiple attacks on the 
sovereign territories of Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Qatar, Syria and Yemen.

Meanwhile, Palestinians’ living conditions in the West Bank have deteriorated significantly. Since October 2023, 
the Israeli government has intensified settlement activity in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, 
where it has transferred its own population after illegally demolishing Palestinian homes26.

In 2025, Israel launched a large-scale military operation that displaced tens of thousands of Palestinians from 
several West Bank refugee camps, razed hundreds of homes and destroyed essential infrastructure to the point 
of rendering many areas uninhabitable.

Our response in the West Bank

Situation in the West Bank*
	J 1,007 people killed; 10,090 injured27 

	J 2,518 settler attacks (from January to August 2005)28 

	J 773 incidents of violence against health facilities29 

	J 40,000 people displaced in northern West Bank in 2025 alone30 

	J 1,300 children detained31 

	J 573,886 persons affected by the demolition of 3,571 structures32 

	J 75 schools damaged, 84,749 students affected, 204,000+ class-minutes lost in 
academic year 2024-202533 

	J 737,332 new Israeli settlers occupying over, 30,000 new homes built illegally in the  
first year of the conflict34 

	J 868 checkpoints35

	J 96% of businesses reported lower sales; 306,000 jobs lost; US$21.7 million in labour 
income lost per day36 

	J 28% poverty rate; 35% unemployment rate37 
* Unless otherwise specified, figures pertain to the period since October 2023 and are up to date as of  
   September 26, 2025.



Multipotent partners,  
multisectoral programs
In the West Bank, we work with local partners like 
Caritas Jerusalem and the Society of St. Yves who 
provide a wide range of health, socioeconomic, legal 
and advocacy services. Since the autumn of 2023, our 
support has enabled them to:

	J Train 75 vulnerable people in  
income-generating activities

	J Disburse financial aid to 4,976 people

	J Provide health care to 4,387 people

	J Offer psychosocial support to 226 people

	J Render legal assistance to help 1,878  
people defend their residence, mobility  
and property rights, including before  
Israeli courts 
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Consistent, conscientious and courageous advocacy
While condemning Hamas’s atrocities, DPCC began advocating for the Palestinian people’s rights 
early on. Our advocacy has been informed by Catholic Social Teaching38 and Pope Francis’s appeal for 
“believers to take just one side in this conflict: that of peace“39.

As Israel’s transgressions worsened, we expanded our advocacy from seeking a ceasefire and safe 
humanitarian corridors to calling for Canada to vote in favour of the Palestinian people in UN resolutions, 
to commit to cooperating with international courts, and to impose an arms embargo on Israel. These 
calls were expressed in:

	J 32 publications on our website40, including articles, press releases, joint 
statements, open letters and contributions from our allies and partners

	J Three webinars, each of which drew over 100 people from across Canada

	J Dozens of letters written by our members to their MPs and other local advocacy 
actions including pilgrimages for Gaza41 

	J 20 communiqués co-written or co-signed with Canadian and international civil 
society allies, including open and private letters addressed to the government, the 
prime minister, the foreign minister and other high officials

Our advocacy within the Canadian civil society space contributed to the restoration of Canadian 
funding for UNRWA; an increase in Canada’s aid outlays; a parliamentary resolution to suspend 
arms exports to Israel; a subtle but significant shift in the tone of official government statements 
on Gaza; and, notably, Canada’s recognition of the state of Palestine42. While these are steps in the 
right direction, translating them into concrete action by closing loopholes and reversing setbacks will 
require continued vigilance and advocacy, which we invite all Canadians to keep up.
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Development and Peace ― Caritas Canada 
strives for a just and inclusive peace in which 
the Palestinian people fully regain their rights, 
including access to their land. This would enable 
our partners to begin rebuilding the Gaza Strip, 
its physical and mental health services; its water, 
sanitation and hygiene systems; and its housing 
stock, and to implement projects that generate 
incomes and promote the empowerment of the 
entire population, especially women.

We will continue supporting Palestinians in Gaza 
and the West Bank in defending their rights 
and autonomy and in taking charge of their 
development. Through our partners, we will also 
continue providing humanitarian aid to meet 
the needs of communities affected by violence, 
oppression, dispossession and discrimination.

Thank you for your generosity
Development and Peace – Caritas Canada, our local partners and the Palestinian communities we serve are 
deeply grateful to our donors, the Government of Canada and the Foodgrains Bank. We invite Canadians to 
continue giving to support the Palestinian people.

Next steps

“We would like to express our gratitude 
for your unwavering support during 
these challenging times that we are 
facing in the Holy Land. Your prayers, 
words of encouragement, and material 
support mean a great deal and are 
deeply appreciated by us and by the 
people whom we serve.” 

― Anton Asfar, Secretary General,  
    Caritas Jerusalem

“Please do not underestimate the 
impact of your kindness. Your presence 
and support give us hope and convey 
the powerful message that we are not 
alone. The energy and time you invest 
on behalf of the victims of war and the 
forgotten are well noted. May the good 
Lord grant you tenfold in return for 
what you give.”

― Pierbattista Cardinal Pizzaballa, 
    Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem



1 https://t.ly/LV02c
2 https://t.ly/yHYge
3 https://t.ly/-rXEm
4 https://t.ly/EcGt2
5 https://t.ly/y09WM
6 https://t.ly/EgO7s
7 https://t.ly/OUsmY
8 https://t.ly/bllNg
9 https://t.ly/lbmeb
10 https://t.ly/0Pomq
11 https://t.ly/ilTbT
12 https://t.ly/10Ijx
13 https://t.ly/pRjKL
14 https://t.ly/lbmeb
15 https://t.ly/JlXn0
16 https://t.ly/lbmeb
17 https://t.ly/dBLbh
18 https://t.ly/lbmeb
19 https://t.ly/lbmeb
20  https://t.ly/lbmeb
21 https://t.ly/jIcB_
22  https://t.ly/lbmeb
23  https://t.ly/lbmeb
24 https://t.ly/EKYpr
25 https://t.ly/nhDBz
26 https://t.ly/8NPJL
27 https://t.ly/TOyTZ
28 https://t.ly/RHJqq 
29 https://t.ly/clYrW
30 https://t.ly/M-IVU
31 https://t.ly/AqiCU 
32 https://t.ly/fVYyH 
33 https://t.ly/w39y6
34 https://t.ly/P0vHA
35 https://t.ly/iwDGt
36 https://t.ly/zIaj7
37 https://t.ly/qPZr9
38 https://t.ly/UdsHc
39 https://t.ly/ivXEZ
40 https://t.ly/eFErO
41 https://t.ly/5UvWu
42 https://t.ly/3MM5A

All photos are courtesy of  
Caritas Jerusalem and/or  

Catholic Relief Services and may not  
be reproduced without permission.
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