DID YOU KNOW...

Development and Peace — Caritas Canada (DPCC), is
the official international development organization of the
Catholic Church in Canada and a democratic movement
for global solidarity rooted in Catholic Social Teaching.

We are Catholic bishops, priests, religious and
laypeople, walking together as followers of Jesus in
search of the global common good. Our belief in the
dignity of the human person, created in the image of
God, is at the core of our work. We welcome all people
of goodwill to join us on our journey.

We were founded by the Bishops of Canada in 1967
and work in communion with them as a mission of the
Church at the national and diocesan levels. Four
bishops, one from each of the four regional episcopal
assemblies, serve on our governing body, the national
council.

Each diocese in the country has a diocesan council
made up of local DPCC members. The council’s primary
responsibility is to maintain relations with the local
bishop and to collaborate with him and the parish
priests in carrying out the organization’s activities in the
diocese.

As the Bishops' pastoral letter for our 50" anniversary
noted, “Local involvement is vital — for the Church
itself as well as for all work on behalf of justice and
peace.”
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Development and Peace - Carits Canada is
a member of the Caritas Internationalis
confederation of

from almost every corner of the globe.

Inspired by the Catholic faith, Caritas Internationalis is
the outstretched hand of the Church, supporting
impoverished, vulnerable and marginalized people,
regardless of race or religion, to build a world based on
justice and fraternal love.

Our membership of this global network enables us to act
swiftly in the event of natural disasters, conflicts or
migration crises around the world. Our involvement with
Caritas partners is not just focused on humanitarian aid
projects; we also work with them on long-term
development projects.

Unlike many other national Caritas agencies, we do not
work on local issues in Canada, but on larger ones in the
Global South. In 1967, the Canadian bishops gave DPCC
the mission of helping oppressed populations around
the world and educating Canadians about the causes of
poverty.

The Caritas network is often the first on the scene to
deliver aid and usually remains even after other
humanitarian agencies depart.

Caritas Internationalis campaigns for fair and just

systems to enable vulnerable people to escape
poverty.

1 888 234-8533 | devp.org
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