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Ten years ago, Pope Francis issued Laudato Si’, the landmark encyclical that mobilized the
climate movement. He challenged us to hear “the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” and
called for an “ecological conversion.”

Laudato Si’ takes on new significance now, not only because this is its 10" anniversary, but also
because its focus on financial and ecological debt resonates perfectly with the Jubilee year.
“The foreign debt of poor countries has become a way of controlling them,” Francis writes,
adding that “a true ‘ecological debt’ exists, particularly between the global north and south,
connected to commercial imbalances with effects on the environment, and the
disproportionate use of natural resources by certain countries over long periods of time.”

A decade from when he wrote them, decision-makers have not listened to these bold words.
Instead, the debt crisis and the climate crisis are both at a high point. In December, Francis
called on people to support the global Turn Debt into Hope campaign for debt justice. To
celebrate the 10" anniversary of Laudato Si’ and to honour Pope Francis’s legacy, campaigners
around the world are holding a Relay of Hope like we are doing today. Like us, thousands
around the world are sharing the light of candles to symbolize hope. As you light your candle,
say, “Turn Debt into Hope,” or utter a few words of prayer for debt justice for our sisters and
brothers in the Global South whose lives are oppressed by unfair debts.

Together, we can carry Pope Francis’s prophetic words forward. We can make it clear to
decision-makers that the world wants debt justice. As Francis reminded us, “we need to
strengthen the conviction that we are one single human family. There are no frontiers or
barriers, political or social, behind which we can hide, still less is there room for the
globalization of indifference.”

If you have not already done so, please sign the global petition at [indicate where paper petition
is] or online at devp.org/debt after the relay.


https://devp.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Petition_Debt_Jubilee_2025.pdf
http://www.devp.org/debt

