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As a Catholic solidarity movement, Develop-
ment and Peace – Caritas Canada encourages 
Canadians to consider the broad and deep 
tradition of Catholic Social Teaching as 
they choose their political representatives.  
As Pope Francis put it in a message to popular 
movements, “The social teaching of the 
Church does not have all the answers, but 
it does have some principles that along this 
journey can help to concretize the answers, 
principles useful to Christians and non- 
Christians alike.” 

Our world is increasingly unstable and 
uncertain. While we need more international 
cooperation than ever to tackle huge 
challenges like climate change, inequality 
and war, the space for dialogue among 
countries is shrinking. The United States, 
the United Kingdom, Germany, France, the 
European Union and several countries in 
Europe have severely reduced their budgets 
for international aid and development, often 
diverting those funds into defence, a grim 
sign that our world is choosing to prepare for 
violence rather than solidarity.

Yet in this Jubilee Year, we remain pilgrims 
of hope. It would be easy to feel that politics 
is too exhausting, voting is too ineffective, 
and our voices don’t matter enough to justify 

participating in an election. As Pope Francis 
reminds us in Laudato Si’ (§179), however, 
citizen control over political power is the key 
to a healthy, habitable planet. While voting 
in elections is only one expression of our 
political activity, it is an important one, and 
elections provide a unique opportunity to 
discuss issues and values in public.

Inspired by Catholic Social Teaching, we 
also encourage Canadians to think about 
how the choices we make in Canada affect 
people all around the world. This year, we 
asked our partners in the Global South how 
Canada affects them and what kinds of 
values they would consider if they could vote 
in a Canadian election. We organized their 
replies under a few shared themes. Since we 
are a solidarity movement, we can amplify 
the voices of those who are not often heard 
in Canadian conversations. You can use 
these voices to help you engage candidates 
running to represent you in government.  
At the end of this guide, we have suggested 
some questions you might consider asking 
candidates, informed by the work of our 
partners and our campaigns.

In this election, let’s make cooperation, 
justice and solidarity essential values in our 
politics!

Canadians are going to the polls on April 28, 2025! 
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https://devp.org/en/catholic-social-teaching/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2021/documents/20211016-videomessaggio-movimentipopolari.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2021/documents/20211016-videomessaggio-movimentipopolari.html


PARTNER VOICES

Karno Batiran  
PAYOPAYO, Indonesia

Doni Akur  
Caritas Indonesia

Alicia Murphy 
Urban Poor Associates, Philippines

Chan Ramy 
Youth Resource Development Program (YRDP), 
Cambodia

Canada is an influential country in Indonesia.  
For more than four decades, Canada has been 
supporting Indonesia’s development through its 
international cooperation and development aid.

Consider the social and humanitarian role of all 
Canadians in helping the poor in this world, in other 
countries, such as Indonesia. I would like to say to 
my brothers and sisters in Canada: support the 
humanitarian organizations in this country, so that 
we can help others on behalf of all Canadians.

Vote for candidates who are compassionate, 
especially to the needs of the marginalized. Vote for 
candidates who believe that we have to help one 
another within and outside of our own countries, 
fostering equality globally. Vote for candidates whose 
social reform agendas are concretized to touch those 
who need their help most.

Given the current situation of USAID funding cuts, many 
civil society organizations globally are likely to be shut 
down, and all the good works they have done for many 
years in promoting human rights, social justice, gender 
equality and climate justice will also end.

I would like to ask Canadian voters to vote for a party 
that promotes human rights, gender equality, social 
justice, social protections, decent work, climate justice and 
education in the Global South. Voters must campaign 
during the election season for increasing foreign aid to the 
Global South.

International assistance
Did you know?  
While Canada has repeatedly committed to raising its official 
development assistance (ODA) to 0.7% of our Gross National Income 
(GNI), we have never reached this level. Today, Canada contributes only 
.38% of our GNI to international assistance. Canadian investments for 
humanitarian and development assistance have allowed our partners 
to achieve remarkable things, from rebuilding after climate disasters 
to building agroecological farms. As international aid decreases in 
the world, Canada has an opportunity to be a leader, showing our 
global neighbors that we are ready to build a world based on peace, 
justice and equality.
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PARTNER VOICES

Humberto Ortiz Roca  
Consejo Episcopal Latinoamericano  
y Caribeño (CELAM), Peru

Sallieu Kamara 
Network Movement for Justice and 
Development, Sierra Leone

Donald Hernández Palma 
CEHPRODEC, Honduras

Cooperation with Canada in international solidarity 
has been and remains very fruitful and important. 
The difficulty is the issue of extractive companies. 
Although they contribute to the generation of foreign 
currency, on many occasions, they bring conflicts 
with the communities that defend their territories, 
and with the goods of Creation, such as water and 
other fundamental natural resources.

Ensure that host mining communities derive 
maximum benefits from the extraction of their  
God-given minerals, and that is does not become 
a curse.

Many of the companies interested in mining in my 
country are of Canadian origin, and the Canadian 
government has been constantly trying to insist 
on changing public policies to allow conditions for 
mining in the country. Canadians should be aware 
that Canada welcomes large multinationals that 
exploit mining in the Global South and that there 
is pressure on our governments to open spaces to 
attract the mining industry in our country. Without 
worrying about protecting the human rights of 
populations, the economic interest is put above the 
will of the people in communities, and the industry 
does not apply ethical principles in extractive 
exploitation, contributing to corruption.

Extractives
Did you know? 
Canada is home to a significant share of the world’s mining 
companies. Our country has a long history with the mining industry 
around the globe. At its height, around 75% of the world’s mining 
companies have been headquartered in Canada. On the other side 
of the mining industry, where the mining actually happens, many 
people report that mining brings violence, human rights violations, 
environmental destruction and health concerns. Over the years, 
our partners in the Global South have often called on Canadians to 
pressure the Canadian government to regulate mining companies abroad and provide access to justice 
in Canadian courts. No Canadian company should be associated with harm, waste and exploitation.
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PARTNER VOICES

Joseph Rahall 
Green Scenery, Sierra Leone

Donald Hernández Palma 
Palma, CEHPRODEC, Honduras

Sallieu Kamara 
Network Movement for Justice and 
Development, Sierra Leone 

Climate change is a major global existential issue 
affecting all countries, but particularly poor southern 
countries, like Sierra Leone. Canada must consider 
influencing global climate actions that will reduce 
global temperatures as agreed at COP meetings.

I would vote for whoever offers an economic 
proposal that respects the rights of others,  
cares about reversing the negative effects of 
climate change on the planet and respects the  
self-determination of the people.

Canadians should vote for policies that reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, support mitigation and 
adaptation and provide assistance in climate-driven 
emergencies.

Climate
Did you know?  
Canada contributes significantly to carbon emissions that are driving 
climate change. Among the world’s top ten greenhouse gas emitting 
countries, Canada has the second-highest per capita emissions.  In 
the Global South, our partners experience the effects of climate 
change the most while contributing to it the least. Given its role in 
the fundamental inequalities and environmental harms caused by its 
production and consumption patterns, Canada owes an ecological 
debt to the Global South. We need bolder solutions than ever to 
reduce our emissions at home, and we need Canada to increase its 
international climate finance to help developing countries mitigate and adapt to the adverse effects of 
climate change. This also includes a fair and just contribution to funding for climate-related loss and 
damage that prioritizes grassroots and community organizations.
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Questions for candidates

Canada’s international assistance 
Countries like the U.S. and the U.K. are cutting funding for overseas aid and development while human 
rights violations, conflicts and displacements are on the rise. I am a member of Development and Peace – 
Caritas Canada, which supports partners working for peace and justice all over the world. 

	� Will you commit to championing an increase in Canada’s investments in official development 
assistance (ODA) to make up for these gaps and show the world that Canada is committed to 
helping others?

Climate change
Canada is a major greenhouse gas emitter, contributing to climate change. We know that people in 
countries that contribute the least to climate change tend to feel its effects the most. 

	� What will you do to dramatically reduce emissions in Canada and help our country become a 
leader in climate justice instead of climate destruction?

Peace 
The world is becoming more and more unstable, and violence and wars are increasing. Headline after 
headline shows the devastation and suffering of people in Gaza, Ukraine, the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo and too many other places. International institutions like the United Nations and the 
international courts are not being respected by the most powerful countries. 

	� How will you prioritize peace, international cooperation and respect for international law?

Corporate accountability: empower the CORE 
For over a decade, hundreds of thousands of Canadians have been pleading with the Canadian 
government to create an independent ombudsperson with the power to investigate abuses and 
redress harms caused by Canadian companies abroad. The current government created the Canadian 
Ombudsperson for Responsible Enterprise (CORE) in 2019, but the office lacks the powers and 
independence called for by Canadians. 

	� If elected, will you reform and empower the CORE, giving it the ability to truly hold companies 
accountable?

Corporate accountability: pass a due diligence law 
Since 2021, tens of thousands of Canadians have been pushing for a law that would compel companies 
to do their due diligence with respect to human rights and the environment. Such a law would also 
provide access to justice in Canadian courts for communities affected by Canadian companies’ 
overseas operations. The current government committed to introducing legislation requiring Canadian 
companies to do their due diligence when it comes to labour injustices in their supply chains, but 
they have failed to introduce it, and their proposal falls short of what Canadians want from their 
government. 

	� Will you support comprehensive legislation that requires companies to do their due diligence 
on environmental and human rights issues, and provides access to justice in Canadian courts 
for all people affected by Canadian companies?
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